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comfortable overhead: 


A Burgess-Manning ceiling, in addition to perfect noise control, gives ove 
head radiant heating and cooling at your fingertips—in other words, real yea 
round comfort-conditioning. And a Burgess-Manning ceiling costs no mo! 
than heating, cooling and acoustical ceiling units installed separately. 


BURGESS-MANNING's new kind of comfort is so revolutionary words won 
do it justice. 


Why don't you come to our Kansas City BURGESS-MANNING Room an 
experience for yourself an overhead, you too will enjoy and be happy ! 
recommend to your friends and customers? 


TO BETTER SERVE OUR CUSTOMERS 
IN IOWA AND NEBRASKA 

WE HAVE OPENED OFFICES 

IN OMAHA AND DES MOINES 


ceilings of quiet distinction by 


KANSAS CITY, MO. e 1735 Charlotte — Phone НА 1.2288 
DES MOINES, IOWA © 1167 25th Street — Phone CH 4.0820 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA e 3712 М. 50th Street — Phone PL 5626 
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'57-'58 PREVIEW 


an editorial for 
the birth of a new 


Chapter season 


The hot days are disappearing fast and the first signs of 
Fall are beginning to remind us that it is only here in the 
Mid-West that such sweltering busy days will soon become 
such frigid busy days. The school crosswalks are freshly re- 
painted on the streets, NBC is heralding the wonder of the 
new Fall Shows and soon we will smell the sweet odor of 
burning leaves. 


We face the coming season with great anticipation because 
already it is evident that this will be one of the most critical 
years in Chapter history. The KC/80 plan for Downtown 
Kansas City has already gained momentum with a few mem- 
bers working extremely hard trying to develop the possibili- 
ties of this rare opportunity for community leadership. It is 
no small task! But before the effort becomes something more 
than mere assistance to the City Plan Commission and in 
order for the Chapter to warrant the recognition it will de- 
serve, each member must be able to observe the reflection 
of his contribution. 


This is the year of the Regional Convention in Oklahoma City 
and also the year of preparation for the following Conven- 
tion in Kansas City. 


This will be a year of expanding public service and public 
education and our year of increasing capacity for the type 
of architectural maturity of which the public is entitled and 
desires, 


An outline of the programs for the coming year is on page 
16 of this SKYLINES. 
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present church seating 720 and planned for 
conversion into auditorium-gymnasium use. 


typical classroom showing the use of ample 
tackboard area, flexible room arrangement, 
and the use of durable, inexpensive materi- 
als with cheerful colors. 


NEWSPAPERS & ARCHITECTS 


an article which appeared in the BLUEPRINT, the 
publication of the Westchester Chapter in New York 


The January meeting was devoted to a discussion on relations 
between architects and editors regarding the publication of 
architectural material. Mr. Bookman, representing the Macy 
syndicate, which comprises most of the newspapers in the 
various Westchester cities and towns, gave а talk in which 
he explained his organization's policy on this subject which 
was considerably at variance with that of newspapers in 
other areas, including those of New York City. 


Following the meeting, the ensuing interesting correspondance 


took place between the Chapter President, Gerson Hirsch, 
and Oxie Reichler, editor of the Yonkers Statesman. 


Mr. William Bookman January 30, 1956 
The Herald-Statesman 

Yonkers, New York 

Dear Mr. Bookman: 


| am sure you realize, after the discussion at our Chapter 
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meeting on the 17th, that what we were interested in was 
not the recognition and publicity for the individual Architect 
as such, but а more appreciative treatment of the architects 
as a group, with due recognition of the fact that a work of 
construction having any general merit owes at least some of 
that to the man or firm who designed it. 


To publish an “architect's drawing" without mention of the 
architect seems to imply that he was nothing but the lowly 
oaf who drew the picture. Using your own trade as an ex- 
ample, you would hardly give a direct quotation without 
acknowledging its source—and a picture or photograph of a 
building is somewhat like a direct quotation. 


By way of general research, that night | looked over the 
County-wide sections of the Macy papers of the 17th—and 
those suggest that our complaint was not overstated, as 
witness the following. 


Page 6A. Picture of Sacred Heart Church, Hartsdale. 
Caption “Among the impressive pieces of ar- 
chitecture . . ." No architect named. 


Page 11А. Picture of Geigy Chemical Building, Chauncey. 
Detailed caption about the current and future 
structures. No architect named. 


Page 17А. Picture of new front of Jewish Center, Mt. 
Vernon. Caption suggests an ingenious altera- 
tion cleverly done. No architect named. 


Page 38A. Picture of General Electric Management and 
Research Institute Building. Description includes 
praise of site planning, resume of room layout. 
No architect named. 


Раде 31A. Picture of Airequipt Manufacturing Co., New 
Rochelle. Also picture of Davis Elementary 
School. No architects named. 


Page 34A. Picture of addition to New Rochelle Hospital. 
Complimentary description of fine new facilities. 


No architect named. 


And just for good measure, | waited until that Friday County 
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Section appeared. Sure enough, on first page: 


Picture of Carvel office, Dobbs Ferry, 
“architect's drawing". Description 
includes a mention of more buildings 
planned. No architect named. 


Now, all these buildings met your own criteria—they had 
general interest, there was a story involved (or you wouldn't 
have printed them), and, in one way or another, their design 
contributed to their story value. So why not their designer? 
| don’t know the author of any of these. Perhaps none of 
them belong to our Chapter, or even the AIA. But the ar- 
chitects as a group accomplished something here, and de- 
serve mention for doing so. 


| don’t read ALL the newspapers, but | до read the New York 
Times. Their percentage in naming architects is many times 
better than your (and | mean “yours” collectively). Sincerely, 
Gerson T. Hirsch, President. 


Mr. Gerson T. Hirsch, February 2, 1956 
President, Westchester Chapter AIA 


Dear Mr. Hirsch: 


Thank you very much for your kind letter to Mr. Bookman, 
which he showed me and which | have read with great in- 
terest. We both enjoyed your evaluation of the newspaper 
policies of the Herald Statesman and of the Westchester 
Group. 


The subjects you raise seem to me to run headon into the 
peculiar situation created by your so-called "ethics" which, 
looked at nakedly, seem to insist that it's "unethical" to pay 
for advertising, but "ethical" so long as there is no bill and 
it is obtained free. 


Mind you, we all agree that you are not alone in this 
curious adventure into inconsistent ethics—for the doctors, 
dentists and lawyers seem to share your attitude, and the 
opticians are trying very hard to get onto that band wagon. 


Since common sense and fair play would seem to indicate 
that architects who have a commercial message to tell should 
do so in paid advertising space, we on the paper are puzzled, 
to say the least, that there seems to be an insistence 
AGAINST using the one item we merchandise (unless it be) 
free. 
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However, this is merely a newsman’s comment—and that’s why 
| do not even enclose a rate card for your convenience or 
that of the Institute. 


1 would like to tell you that | am glad you wrote Mr. Book- 
man. | am happy you provide us with the rundown of the 
industrial edition from your viewpoint. | think he learned a 
great deal more about architects and their point of view 
at your January 17 meeting than you did about our paper's 
policy on some matters. 


Believe me, I’m trying to be constructive when | repeat two 
statements Mr. Bookman made at your meeting. 


The first is that newspapers are made up of a variety of 
persons, all of whom have different thoughts, idiosyncrasies, 
opinions, capabilities, and degrees of good sense, Therefore, 
9 newspaper's policy cannot be influenced just by talking 
to one person and convincing him. At best, a newspaper's 
(or a newspaper group's) policy on a matter such as recogni- 
tion of architects’ services is concerned, is open to different 
interpretations by the people who implement the policy, since 
it is a matter of individual judgment as to whether the ar- 
chitect’s "angle" should be mentioned. 


We try to be consistent, but human nature is such that all 
the above individual qualities come to bear. 


Second, and granted the above conclusions, the newspaper's 
policies can best be influenced in your favor by forthright 
action on your own. 


Instead of looking at published stories and eating your 
hearts out because your side of the story wasn't told, it 
should be your duty to put your story in the hands of the 
reporter or editor BEFORE publication. 


You should also seriously consider the proper use of our 
paid columns—to present such commercial or similar mes- 
sages which do not belong in news stories. 


It should be clear that we can't print something we don't 
know about. It should also be clear that the best story of a 
building’s design should come from the architect and not 
from the usual news sources of the newspaper. 


Frequently we aren't even told who the architect is and, if 
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we are told and want to contact the architect for further 
information, we often run into communications trouble, espe- 
cially when a deadline is imminent. 


Therefore, | can’t impress on you too strongly the idea that 
to get your story before the public YOU must tell it. Why 
don’t you arrange through Mr. Crozier’s committee to pre- 
pare actual press releases describing architects’ contributions 
to the construction of specific buildings? Even a short de- 
scription of the building, together with the architect's name 
would be of value to both you and us, provided it contained 
materials of general reader interest. 


Mind you, | am not promising you that when such material 
is laid on our desk by you it will mean, automatically, that 
you are going to get the free ride you want. Back of your 
material at the desk must stare at us that Code of Ethics 
that makes us doubt that it is wise for us to be so cooperative 
without classifying ourselves as rather dull if we share your 
apparent prejudice against paying for merchandise in our 
papers while pouncing upon it for free. 


In many communities, the architects’ associations have an 
established program of paid advertising, not for individual 
firms, but of information pertaining to all architectural work, 
to tell people that they can save costly mistakes in building 
planning, and can get the services of a skilled man to super- 
vise the actual building operations and the selection of the 
materials to be used, at the very small (comparatively speak- 
ing) cost of an architect's fee. Every building an architect de- 
signs and builds is an advertisement—or a condemnation— 
for his skill. 


We keep wondering if the paper should keep singing his 
song, promoting his wares, when he is so determined—in 
Yonkers and in Westchester—to refuse to do so for himself! 


In any event, you might become a friendly news source. A 
dependable news source is one of a reporter's most cherished 
possessions! A scrap of paper with a few notes from a 
reliable source can replace hours of “digging” for elusive 
facts. 


There, | think, is where your public relations can do the 
most good. As you say in your letter, you're not interested 
in the recognition and publicity for the individual architect 
as such, but a more appreciative treatment of the architects 
as a group. 
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So what does it profit you merely to have us mention the 
name of an architect in the caption of a picture, if we don't 
have something from you to describe what the architect con- 
tributed? 


| am grateful to you, Mr. Hirsch, for your patience in present- 
ing your opinions and in persuing our own, perhaps sharing 
them with your members. | believe that the architects have 
a road to pursue toward better public relations and that they 
might well use both paths leading into our pages, instead of 
merely the one that doesn’t carry a toll. Sincerely, Oxie 
Reichler, Editor. 


Mr. Bergdorf, Гт afraid you've mistaken my spaghetti 
lunch for the model of the 6th Street Interchange. 
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‘CHAPTER NEWS 


The KC/80 project is struggling 
under the handicap of lack of man- 
power. As usual in this sort of 
endeavor, the largest offices with 
the most manpower to offer are 
doing the least now when the 
actual work is being done and 
then climb on the bandwagon to 
take the most glory (and reap the 
most benefit) when the flowers are 
being thrown. The few people who 
have been doing the most work are 
earnest enough about the impor- 
tance of this project to prevent its 
collapse but the neutral attitude 
of many Chapter members is very 
discouraging. This is and must be a 
CHAPTER activity. Please contact 
Jack Morley or John Murphy for 
scheduling time when YOU will 
work, 


The program chairman for the com- 
ing Chapter season, Connie Curtis 
has been busy preparing our pro- 
grams and has submitted the fol- 
lowing tentative schedule: 


Sept: Jack Morley presenting an 
illustrated talk on his year 
in Denmark, giving sidelights 
which were not, and could 
not, be contained in his SKY- 
LINES articles. 

Oct: Sculptor Bernard Frazier 
presenting the problems en- 
countered in the architect- 
sculptor relationship. 

Nov: The Battle of Pitch vs. Bitu- 
men—blow by blow discussion 
by two competitors. 

Dec: Election. 

Jan: Installation Banquet.* 

Feb: A frank panel discussion on 
the relationships between ar- 
chitects and realtors.* 


Mar: Mr. Jim Sherrad of Wood- 
ward-Clyde & Associates pre- 
senting an enlightening dis- 
cussion on Soils Engineering. 

Arr: Medal Awards Banquet.* 

May: Mayor Weatherford pre- 
senting a discussion on the 
accomplishments and goals 
of the Metropolitan Planning 
Council. 

June: Industrial Design.* 

* Speakers are in mind for the oc- 

casion so marked but confirmations 

are forthcoming. 


The 100th Anniversaryof The Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects this year 
offers unique opportunities for 
writing “that will further public un- 
derstanding of architecture and the 
architect.” To recognize and en- 
courage such writing is the aim of 
the AIA Journalism Awards pro- 
gram. Four cash prizes totaling 
$1,500 are offered. Two prizes will 
be awarded in each of two cate- 
gories—newspapers and magazines 
—for the best news or feature 
stories published during 1957 on an 
architectural subject or personality, 
including the national and local 
AIA Centennial celebrations. Take 
heed, Chapter members’ SKYLINES 
will welcome your literary efforts 
with open arms! 


Remember the 1957 Regional Con- 
vention to be held this year in 
Oklahoma City Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday, October 31, Novem- 
ber 1 and 2. 


How wonderful it is to have such 
devilish minds around as that be- 
longing to Architect - Cartoonist 
John Jameson! 
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SKYLINES is pleased to announce 
the following change and addition 
in membership. Keith Edwards, 
who has been a Chapter member 
since 1951 has changed his mem- 
bership classification to Associate. 
Keith was born in Eagleville, Mis- 
souri and received his architectural 
training at Kansas City Junior Col- 
lege and the University of Kansas. 


He has been with Burns and Mc- 
Donnell since 1951. Clarence F. 
Watson is a new Associate mem- 
ber. He was born in Danville, Illi- 
nois and received his Architectural 
training at Kansas City Junior Col- 
lege and Kansas State College. He 
is currently а partner in the firm 
of McCall & Watson. 


NEW BOOKS 


BUILDERS' HOMES FOR BETTER 
LIVING 


by Jones and Emmons 


Reinhold $8.95 


Some of the most exciting work be- 
ing done today in the field of the 
Builder House is by the authors of 
this book. Here is evidence of the 
analysis and the experimentation 
with many problems of tract de- 
velopment such as: site, plan, liv- 
ing patterns, structure, and neigh- 
borhood planning. The book is al- 
so generously sprinkled with the 
same  sketches—illustrating тапу 
points in the text—which have made 
the output of their office immediate- 
ly recognizable. 


RELIGIOUS BUILDING FOR TO- 
DAY 


Edited by John Knox Shear 
Dodge 


И seems to be a fad to reprint 
magazine articles on related sub- 
jects and call it a “new” book (and 
this publisher is not the only one). 
However irritating at times, this 
none the less is a valuable book for 
its content is significant and well 
presented. One good point about 
this method of editing—it does put 
the most valuable information with- 
in easy reach for reference. Re- 
newal of acquaintance with many 
of the items in this book is reward- 
ing. 


CALENDAR 


September Chapter Meeting 


Architect-Writer Jack Morley presenting an 


illustrated talk on his year in Denmark 


IL PEN RIT TET September 17 


Meeting of the Downtown Committee at which the Plan 
for the Central Business District will be presented... October 7 


October Chapter Meeting 


Sculptor Bernard Frazier presenting an "illustrated" 
talk on the relationship of architects and т i October 21 


1957 Regional Convention in Oklahoma by uel October 31 - November 2 
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KANSAS CITY NATURAL SLATE CO. 
E LR Lco 
3109 SOUTHWEST BLVD. PHONE WE 1-6984 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 


FLOOR COVERINGS 


Asphalt Tile 

Rubber Tile 

Vinyl Tile 

Cork Tile 

Linoleum 

Wood Block Flooring 
Hubbellite 
Dex-O-Tex 


WALL COVERINGS 


Kalistron 
Flexwood 
Metal Wall Tile 
Plastic Wall Tile 


ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS 


Owens-Corning-Fiberglas 
Armstrong Cork Co. 
Keasbey & Mattison 


CHALKBOARDS 
U. S. Plywood’s "ARMORPLY" 
Weber Costello 

TACKBOARDS 


Armstrong 
Nairn 


U. S. Plywood 
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BROWN SUN CONTROLS 


SOLAR HEAT, LIGHT 
AND GLARE CONTROL 


Exterior vertical or horizontal louvers, custom 
manufactured to meet design requirements. 
Operated manually or automatically. 


For Additional Information, Contact: 


B-D-R Engineering Corporation 
4243 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 


м 
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Section of Mahon Metalclad Fire Well showing Com- 
struction Features. Four layers of У" Plaster Boord ore 
sandwiched between Roll-Formed Steel Woll Plates. АЙ 


Underwriters’ Rated 1 HE WALLS 


... for Interior or Exterior Use! 


Mahon Underwriters’ Rated Metalclad Fire Walls are now available 
for use as interior dividing fire wolls or as exterior curtain-type fire 
walls. They can be installed in old or new buildings, of either steal or 
reinforced concrete construction, where a fire hazard may exist, 
or where the requirements of Fire Insurance Underwriters or Building 
Codes must be met. The Mahon Metalclad Fire’ Wall is field con- 
structed. It has been tested by the Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc., 
and has been given a Two-Hour Rating for use as either an interior 
or exterior fire wall. When employed as an exterior wall, Fiberglas 
insulation can be inserted between the interlocking ribs of the inner 
wall plates, thus providing insulating properties superior to that of а 
conventional masonry wall with furred lath and plaster. Exterior Wall 
Plates may be Aluminum, Stainless Steel or Enamel Coated Cold 
Rolled Steel. The important feature of the Mahon Fire Wall is the 
Impaling Clip with its Stainless Steel Spike (Patents Pending) which 
permits construction of the wall with only .0048 sq. in. of through- 
metal per sq. ft. of wall area. Mahon engineers will cooperate fully in 
supplying information and assistonce in adapting this product to 
your particular requirement. 


THE К. С. MAHON COMPANY • Detroit 34, Michigon 
Soles-Engineering Office: in Detroit, New York ond Chicago + Representatives in Principal Cities 


Monwtocturers of Underwriters’ Roted Metokiod Fire Wath; imulated Metol Curtain Walk; Steel 
Root Deck and Long Span M-Decki; Acoustical ond Troffer Forms; Electrified M-Floon; Rolling 
Stee! Doon, Grilles, and Underwriters’ Labeled Rolling Steet Fire Doors and Fire Shutters, 


755977777777. CLAUDE COOKE CO., INC. 


301 NORTH SEVENTH STREET KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 


ATwater 1-6180-6181-6182 Р. О. BOX 962 
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No w! ALL NEW ZURN ENGINEERED PRODUCTS 
HELP IMPROVE YOUR BUILDING SPECIFICATIONS! 


NEWEST DEVELOPMENT IN ULTRA-MODERN APPROACH TO 
WATER HAMMER ARRESTMENT CONTROL CONCEALMENT 
THE ZURN THE ZURN 


SHOKTROL i ACCESS DOOR 


For elimination of destructive shock pressure For full, unhindered entrance to control 
and disturbing noises in plumbing systems equipment concealed in walls and ceilings— 


with quick-closing valves— .. . Fits any type of wall. 

. . . АП stainless steel construction. . . . High-quality lustrous finish. 

. . . Small, compact and lightweight. . . . Protective cylinder lock. 

. . . Pre-charged with air pressure. . . . Snug door on concealed hinges. 


U.S. PATENTS AND PATENTS PENDING 


ZURN MIDWEST SERVICES, INC. 


Represented by 


JAMES V. IRVIN CO. 


557 Westport Road Kansas City 11, Missouri 
Phone: JEfferson 1-5452 


A COMPLETE LINE OF PLUMBING DRAINAGE PRODUCTS 


• ZURN SYSTEMS for supporting wall type plumbing fixtures 


@ NON-FREEZING HYDRANTS @ ROOF DRAINS 
• SUPREMO CLEANOUTS • FLOOR DRAINS 
e SWIMMING POOL FITTINGS @ INTERCEPTORS 
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Our “Specialty of The House” - 


TRACING 
REPRODUCTIONS 


WESTERN 


BLUE PRINT CO 


909 GRAND «KANSAS CITY, МО. 
SOUTH SIDE PLANT 4241 PENN. 


TECHNICAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY 


VICTOR 2-7881 


Айга, | += = рама 
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EXPANDED SHALE 


— №.28 — 


CHARTER ‘mai m:a s MEMBER 


"Withstood Atomic Shock Wave 
Blast" 


Lightweight 
Strength 


1. 

2. 

3. Insulation 

4. Fire Insurance 
5. Sound Reduction 
6. 

7. 

8. 


Recent tests ac Yucca Flats in the 
Nevada Test Site of the Atomic Ener- 
gy Commission clearly indicated the 
significance of resistance to shock. 
Domestic dwellings exposed to the 
shock wave resulting from a 35,000 
ton T.N.T. equivalent atomic device 
withstood this terrific sledge hammer 
blow with по serious structural 
damage. 


Durable 
Versatile 
Economical 
9. SHOCK RESISTANT 
10. Minimum Shrinkage 
11. Nailable 
12. Textured 


Buildex expanded shale aggregate 
concrete has a low Modulus of Elasti- 
city (half that of heavy concrete) and 
a high Modulus of Rupture. Buildex 
is ideal for precast, precaststructural 
(tile up) and lift slab structures be- 
cause of the added freedom from 
damage resulting from rough han- 
dling, truly a SHOCK RESISTANT 


concrete. 


EXPANDED SHALE 


BUILDER 


AGGREGATE 


BUILDEX, INC. 
Phone 240 
OTTAWA, KANSAS 
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Eom: GREATER 
S-P-R-E-A-D-I-N-G rate 
, per gallon means 

: applied cost 


Only ZOLATONE has the 
"guts" to withstand the 
"high pressure" system 


needed to achieve these results 


FULL SURFACE COVERAGE 
NO SPATTER EFFECT 
TRUE COLOR PATTERNS 


UP TO 175 OR 200 50. FT. PER GALLON 


avoid the unknown-vse ZOLATONE 


= ZOLATONE is manufactured only by 
їр, PARAMOUNT PAINT & LACQUER СО. 


° 


° DEVOE OF KANSAS CITY, Inc. 
STERLING RONAI 200 S. W. Blvd. 
General Manager Phone VI 2-5672 


